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Article 16 

Entry into Force 

(1) The present Convention shall enter into force twelve nonths after the 

i.late on which not less than 15 States, the conliinecl nerchant fleets of which 

constitute not less than 50 per cont of the c.;ross tonnace of the worlu's 

nerchant ship~inc, have occone parties to it in accoruance with Article 13. 

(2) im 01)tional Annex shall ent er into force twvlvc r:ionths after tho lhte 

on which the concli tions stiiml atecl in paracra1Jh (1) of this ii.rticlc have 

been satisfieil in relation to that Annex. 

(3) The Orcanization shall infom the Statos which have sie,nod or 

acceded to the present Convention of the date on which it enters into force 

ancl of t he elate on which an opti onal Annex enters into force in accordance 

with i)ara.c;r3ph (2) of this Article,* 

(4) For States which have ueposi tcd an instrunent of ratification, 

acceptance, a1)proval or accession in respect of tho 11rcscnt Convention 

* The Draftinc Conni ttce nay consicLcr that this para~Taph shoulcl be 
transferred. to Article 20 as sue-costed in Footnote 1/ of MP/CONF/DA/9. 
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or any optional Annex after the re,iuiror:i.ents for entry into foroe 

theroof hava been not but prior to tho date of entry into force, tho 

ratification, acccpto.nce, approval or accession sha.11 take effect on 

tho date of entry into force of the Convontion or such Annex or three 

r.ionths aftor the date of doposi t of tho instrUf.lont whiche· ·er is the 

lator elate. 

(5) :b1 or States which have doposi tocl an instrw::iont of ratification, 

acceptance, approval or accession after tho date on which tho 

Convention or an optional Annex entered into force, the Convention 

or tho optional Annox shall becor.10 effective throe uonths after the 

<late of deposit of the instruocnt. 

(6) 11.fter tho date on which a.11 the cond.i tions rcg_uirod under J~rticle 17 

to brine an ru.1ondncnt to tho present Convention or n.n optiona.l 1~nnox 

int,) force ho.vo boon fulfilled, ar.y instrur.1ont of ratification or 

accession cloposi tod shall apply to tho Convention or ~\nnox as anondod. 


